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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 57, Milford Twp., on Monday May 21st.
7 p.m. Food

7:45p.m. Meeting Start 

 
Highlights of Commissioner Mann’s visit last month:
It isn’t final; but, it is coming - No PENFIRS reports on Firehouse Software – no State Grants.

A statewide mutual aid plan is being drafted. A Firefighter 1 Certification will be required of participants for both Intra State (inside PA) and Inter State (outside PA).

Ed Mann’s e-mail address: EMann@state.pa.us
Station 26 – Perkasie, TOWER 26 HOUSING & CELEBRATION Saturday June 9th 2007
 Departments wishing to attend must be registered by MAY 11th!

Judging: 8:00 -11:00 AM by Delaware Valley Judges Association

Parade Start:  1:00 PM along 5th Street in Perkasie Borough

The parade will terminate at the Perkasie Owls Club fields (next to Pennridge South Middle School/Poppy Yoder Football Stadium), 6th and Elm Streets.  Food and drinks will be provided, however this is an alcohol-free event.

Special Guest Appearance:  Philadelphia Eagles Mascot, "SWOOP" at 3:30PM.  He will be available for photographs and will distribute autograph cards to the first 500 persons. 

For More Information Contact:  Tower Housing Chairperson Kathy Reutlinger sirenqueen26@hotmail.com
Two (2) awards for Fire Prevention will be presented at the parade. Both First and Second Place Awards honor the pioneering service of Charles W. Croft Jr., and Leonard D. Roberts to the Bucks County Firemen’s Association (a predecessor to the BCFC&FFA). BCFC&FFA promotes Fire Prevention thru their www.buckscandff.com website and encourages all County Fire Departments to enter this category.   

Departments interested in submitting a Fire Prevention Entry must register with PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY No. 1 (Station 26).  

Safety 1 – Some of the repeated issues from Line of Duty Death statistics are:
· Allowing firefighters to be active when they have pre-existing medical conditions
· Failure to buckle seat belt
· Failure to have an effective accountability system.

· Failure to train

· Failure to have or follow Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

· And risking a lot when there is nothing to save.
Safety 2 – Issues from the National Firefighter Near-Miss Reporting System. There have been 1500 confidential reports filed to date.
A number of near-misses have been reported concerning the failure to fully open a breathing apparatus air cylinder. The firefighters are not being trained or do not understand the relationship between opening the cylinder fully and getting the air out of the cylinder.

“The near-miss program isn’t just talking about changing the safety culture. This program is helping make our firefighters safer… one report at a time”, President IAFC Chief Jim Harmes.

Safety 3 – The near-miss review committee found that 90 % of the near misses analyzed were the result of inadvertent actions due in part to:

· poor decision making due to insufficient or incorrect information
· inadequate or incorrect perception of a situation

· Or lack of skill for the task.

To report a near-miss go to firefighternearmiss.com. To review reported incidents www.firefighterclosecalls.com
The Newtown Fire Association will be hosting a golf outing on Friday October
5th, 2007. This event will be held at the Bucks County Country Club, 2600 York Road in Jamison PA. The event will be held rain or shine with a 7:30 am
registration and breakfast and a 9:00 am shotgun start. For more information call Station 45 at 215-968-3731 or visit www.newtownfire.com
Information – The majority of new pumpers are equipped with Class A foam. Nozzle aspirated foam doubles the fire suppression effectiveness of plain water. CAF has 4 to 5 times the heat absorption capacity of water.

All 58 Engines in the Phoenix FD are CAFS equipped.

All 220 Engines in the LA County FD have Class A foam proportioners and will take delivery of 96 new Class A equipped Engines from KME.

San Diego is taking delivery of 50 new Engines with Class A foam.

Montgomery County, MD, has ordered 37 new Engines with CAFS from Elite Fire Apparatus.

The April issue of Fire Apparatus & Emergency Equipment Mag. is a great source for CAFS information.

Real Water Rescue:

 

On Sunday, April 22, a couple members of the BCTRTF were attending a Swiftwater Rescue Technician training class with Willow Grove 2nd Alarmers Rescue Squad, held on the Delaware River near Hendrick's Island (above New Hope), when a civilian kayaker came down the river and flipped his kayak in the rapids near where they were training.  The victim was not wearing his PFD and was only in a T-shirt and shorts.  He immediately suffered hypothermia, as well as, unable to self rescue in the rapids (because he wasn't wearing his PFD and hyperthermia).  TF Member Bill Martin and members from Marine Rescue 97-6 (Lower Southampton Fire Company) performed a successful Boat (watercraft) rescue.  The victim, was scene by local EMS on scene, but signed a release).  His kayak was not found!   

 

If it wasn't for the fast actions of our TF members, the outcome could have been fatal!

  

I can't say enough about our team’s dedication to training and professionalism under fire!

 

We all should be extremely proud of our Team and we really need to get the word out to all agencies and the County Commissioners on how lucky they are and what talent they have, bar none!
Humbled in pride!

 

Kurt Braunle
Bucks County Technical Rescue Task Force
Task Force Leader
Car 97
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary
recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using
recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. 

Name of product: Holmes(r) Oil-Filled Electric Heaters
Units: About 300,000
Hazard: A poor electrical connection within the heater can lead to
overheating. This poses fire and thermal burn hazards.
Incidents/Injuries: The Holmes Group has received reports of 59 incidents involving the recalled heaters. There were 12 reports of minor injuries including four reported burns. There were 36 reports of
property damage including four fires that caused between $41,000 and $200,000 in damage.
Manufactured in China 
(800) 306-2471 anytime, or
www.holmesoilfilledheaterrecall.com
Fiberglass Composite materials are now being used for 20 pound propane cylinders. Nassau County Fire Academy recently conducted 2 separate tests. In test #1 the 80% filled cylinder was placed over a pool of burning fuel. Test #2 involved placing the cylinder next to a propane torch pressure fire. In both situations the relief valve operated as expected and the outer protective casing burned away. Thos present during the tests concluded that the potential for BLEVE on the composites cylinders was remote. However, the cylinder wall can be breached by fire resulting in a large plume of fire. There was venting at the neck area in both tests.
Recommendations:

· Fire Dept. members need to be aware of these cylinders

· Standard LPG response guidelines should be followed.

· Cylinder construction needs to be identified or confirmed.

· When dealing with a composite cylinder, DO NOT APPROACH cylinder. Fire can vent out from any point on the cylinder/
· With the decreased risk of BLEVE, exposure protection can be performed first instead of cooling the cylinder.

· Steel cylinders still require immediate water application!

· Composite cylinder is lighter and can be disrupted by hose stream application. During the test fires, both cylinders remained in place until hit by a hose stream.

The Editorial Page of the April 28th Intelligencer titled “Calling all Ambulances, It might be time to consolidate the squads in Bucks”. Editor’s comment – We believe that simply increasing funding to existing companies is not a permanent solution. That would preserve a patchwork system without improving operating efficiency.

Recent studies say Pennsylvania’s fragmented governmental structure and nearly total absence of regional planning holds back economic progress, crippling older communities and allowing unchecked development despite nearly $1 billion in new funding aimed at community revitalization and open space preservation. The reports were from the Brookings Institute and two other groups.
Heart attack is the leading cause of on-duty death among firefighters. Moreover, nearly 100 million American adults have high total cholesterol – a risk factor for heart disease. With statistics like these, the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) and Merck/Schering-Plough Pharmaceuticals (MSP) are "Sounding the Alarm for High Cholesterol" to alert firefighters to the risks of high cholesterol and its role in heart disease. This important new program is an extension of NVFC's Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program initiative, which aims to reduce the number of firefighter and EMS personnel deaths from heart attack. 

Education is the first step toward living a heart-healthy lifestyle. NVFC and MSP are challenging firefighters and EMS personnel to learn more about high cholesterol and its role in heart disease. Log onto the program's new web site, www.cholesterolalarm.com, to take the Heart-Healthy Challenge - a fun, educational quiz for firefighters and EMS personnel - and access other resources including family history mapping and risk assessment tools. Be on the lookout for more information in your fire station about "Sounding the Alarm for High Cholesterol.” 

Station 11, Croydon, has taken delivery of an E-One Custom Cyclone 75’ ladder. It features a 6 man cab, 450 HP Cummins, 2000 GPM Hale, front bumper discharge, (2) 1 3/4” & a 2 ½” crosslays, 4” right side discharge and 100’ of 5”.
Station 1, Feasterville, is taking bids on a 1991 Pierce Engine. It has 21,867 miles, 6 man, 6V92TA, 1750 pump, 750 tank. Bids due 6/14/07at 7PM. Chief Eng. Steve Raymond 215-852-6431

The NFPA has released a new report on Smoke Alarms and other Fire Detection equipment. It includes statistics on home smoke alarm usage, effectiveness, and rates of operational smoke alarms in home fires, as well as highlights of the CPSC´s National Smoke Detector Project and other studies.

CPSC has recalled more than one million counterfeit electrical products in recent years, including circuit breakers that did not trip when overloaded; cell phone batteries without a safety device in the circuitry to prevent overcharging; and extension cords with mislabeled, undersized wiring that overheated. 

Many counterfeit products are made in China and CPSC is actively working with the Chinese government to reduce the number of unsafe products that are exported to the United States.
Station 57, Milford Twp., is holding their 10th Annual Harley Drawing for a 2007 Softail Delux. $20. Each, 3 for $50. or 6 for a $100. For order forms call 215-536-1765.

Station 0, Yardley-Makefield, recently took delivery of a 2007 Pierce Dash Rescue Pumper.  It is equipped with a Detroit Diesel Series 60 515 HP engine, Foam Pro 2002 foam system, Waterous single stage 2000 GPM pump, 750-gallon tank, Hercules CAFS system, TAK-4 Independent Front Suspension, Command Zone advanced electronics system, and has seating for 7 firefighters with S.C.B.A.  Rescue 0 should be in service around mid-May.

Construction of the new 9-1-1 center in Ivyland has begun.

A study of the seven fire companies serving Hilltown Twp. recommends merging companies to save money. The study suggests exploring the consolidation of Hilltown Twp. VFC and the Silverdale VFC since the two departments are close to each other. The study makes the same recommendation for the Perseverance Fire Co. of Souderton and the Telford VFC. The study was conducted through the Dept. of Community and Economic Development.

In recognition of all fire departments that actively support the Pennsylvania Fire Service Certification Program, the FSCAC recommended that the Office of the State Fire Commissioner (OSFC) recognize them for their efforts in promoting certification.  The Participating Department Recognition Program was established in 1999 to do just that. Warrington Fire Company #1, Station 29/78, has been awarded the Silver Certification (75% of the members with national training certifications). Warrington is one of about 50 fire companies in the state to reach this level.

Station 29/78, Warrington, is proud to announce our new squad is now in service.

Squad 78

2007 Pierce Enforcer Rescue Pumper
Seating for Six

TAK-4 Independent Front Suspension
Side Roll Protection Airbags
Cummins 400 HP Engine
Allison Transmission

Waterous 1500 GPM Single Stage Pump

750 Gallon Poly Water Tank

25 Class A Foam Cell

Husky 12 Foam System
Harrison Generator

3 - 750 watt Quarts Lights
3 - 2" preconnect 

1 - 2.5" preconnect 

1 - 3" preconnect

1 - 1" preconnect

1 - 200' 1" Booster Reel

1500' of 5" Supply Line
Ground Ladders - 24' / 14' / Attic / Little Giant
LED Warning Light Package

QRS Equipment

Holmatro Duo Pump

Holmatro Cutter

Holmatro Combi

Cribbing/Step Chocks

Paratec Strut System

Quick Vent Saw

Haz Mat / Spill Control Equipment

Assorted Hand / Electric / Pneumatic Tools

Toughbook MDT

For more details and photos visit: www.waringtonfire.com
In the next 2-3 years, we are looking at new air packs (ours are 10 years
old this year).  It might be quite successful if we do a regional grant for this, which I am willing to help lead.  Departments would likely need to compromise to purchase a single manufacturer's unit that all can agree on. You could purchase a few units, or purchase all new.  This will take some planning and effort.  If you think your dept might be interested in working on this together, please contact me directly.

Greg Jakubowski, Batt Chief/VP Lingohocken Fire Co.
gjakubowski@comcast.net
GE has recalled 2.5 million dishwashers manufactured in Louisville, Ky. The liquid rinse-aid can leak from its dispenser onto the
dishwasher's internal wiring which can cause an electrical short and overheating, posing a fire hazard to consumers.

GE has received 191 reports of overheated wiring
including 56 reports of property damage. There were 12 reports of fires
that escaped the dishwasher. Fire damage was limited to the dishwasher
or the adjacent area. No injuries have been reported.

The recall includes GE built-in dishwashers sold under the
following brand names: Eterna, GE, GE Profile(tm), GE Monogram(r),
Hotpoint(r), and Sears-Kenmore.
USFA Emphasizes Support for Residential Fire Sprinklers.

The National Fire Protection Association reports that when sprinklers are present, the chances of dying in a fire are reduced by one-half to
three-fourths and the average property loss per fire is cut by one-half to two-thirds when compared to fires where sprinklers are not present.
Together with smoke alarms, sprinklers cut the risk of dying in a home fire by 82%, relative to having neither. The need to install residential
sprinklers in homes has been proven to result in lower fire damage and little or no spread of the fire from the room where it started. When
coupled with a working smoke alarm, there is a potential for a dramatic
decrease in the over 2,500 residential fire deaths that occur each year
in America.
On Tuesday, May 8, 2007 representatives from Rohm and Haas, Bucks County Community College and Edmeades & Stromdahl Architects met with the Chair of the Lower Bucks Fire School Committee. The purpose was to analyze an approximately 11 acre site on River Road in Bristol Twp. and it's potential to be used to for the facility. The site was walked and evaluated by all parties. The architect is now in the process of reviewing local zoning issues, easements/right of ways and soil conditions. If the site is found to be suitable, the Bucks County Commissioners will be advised by the Committee to take title to it. Additionally, the parties looked at potential classroom and administrative space in an area adjacent to the River Road site. Updates will be provided as they become available.

This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to Pfiffle@verizon.net anytime during the month. 




