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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at the Emergency Management Center in Ivyland on February 19th at 7:00 PM. NOTE TIME CHANGE
7 PM - Free Dinner will be provided by the College/Training Center. 

Meeting starts at 7:30 PM:  The Hazmat Team will put on a program.
 

The February Meeting will be held at Trevose, Station 4, Monday, March 19.
Selena Schmidt is the featured speaker. She is a paramedic in the City of Fort Worth, Texas for MedStar EMS.  A graduate of Paramedic School at Brookhaven College in Dallas, Texas she was an avid member of many EMS programs and education implementation.  In 2005, Selena was involved in a horrific accident while on duty.  While working a single vehicle accident during rainy weather, she was struck by a vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed.  In addition to Selena, her partner and three Fort Worth Firefighters were also struck by the vehicle.  Although she survived, she lives with several life-altering changes that have resulted from her injuries. 

During Selena’s lengthy recovery, she got the word out to everyone she could of her goal.  She was contacted by Chief Billy Goldfeder and Selena was honored with an article of her story in Firehouse Magazine’s column “Close Calls”.  Selena conducts radio addresses on Firehouse Radio, “Through the Smoke: Blocking Accident Scenes”.  She continues to challenge columnists who question the necessity of blocking roadways with emergency vehicles at accident scenes.  Selena believes that education, awareness, and action are some of the most powerful ways of raising levels of personal and professional achievement for everyone.

Selena Schmidt will present a “must see” program that could save your life and the lives of your crew members. This program features the personal experiences of her and the entire crew being struck on scene; Selena will present an in-depth review of the scene safety, managing an MCI involving your own crew members, and a special lesson on “lightening strikes twice” so that these incidents are never forgotten.      
Time:
Check-In – 5:30pm (Dinner)

Class Hours – 7pm – 10pm

Pre-Enrollment is required.  Complete the pre-enrollment form and submit the form with a check or money order, made out to the Bucks County Fire Chiefs’ & Firefighter’s Association and send it to Dave Worthington, 508 Penny Lane, Perkasie, PA 18944. For additional information call 215.340.8413 or email grunmec@bucks.edu.  The deadline for pre-enrollment is March 14, 2007.  The fee is $10.00 per person; dinner is included in this fee. 

Bucks County Community College is the educational provider and does not charge fees for this program.  All fees collected are used by the Bucks County Fire Chief’s & Firefighter’s Association for the provided dinner expenses.

2007 Officers

President - Jay McCay, Station 53, Bristol

1st. Vice Pres. - Dave Pearl, Sta. 33, Tullytown

2nd. Vice Pres. - Randy Teschner, Sta. 34, Chalfont

Treasurer - Sam Cramer, Sta. 19, Doylestown

Secretary - Harry Grim, Sta. 63, Haycock
Financial Sec. - Dave Worthington, Sta. 26, Perkasie

Trustees: 

2008 Ron Doster, Sta. 4, Trevose

2009 Phil Meyers, Sta. 23, Dublin

2010 Ed Copper, Sta. 71, Upper Makefield

Station 90, Warminster, has placed an order with Smeal for a 125’ straight ladder. It will be built on a Spartan chassis. Delivery is expected in December.

Station 34, Chalfont. A council member called the fire company's audit "troubling" and pressed for greater financial accountability from the department. "There was no itemization and no manager's report. I'd like an explanation of what they are doing. "I am not attacking the fire department, I am attacking the administration and the accounting practices."
Others on council did not see the need for heightened scrutiny of the fire department's financial practices. "We know how much it takes to run the police department. It takes up a major portion of our budget. I think the fire company is saving us a tremendous amount of money being an all-volunteer organization. I don't believe they're doing anything wrong."
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL

No. 583 Session of

2005

Section 2. Section 3301 of Title 18 is amended by adding a subsection to read:

Arson and related offenses.

Prohibition on certain service.--A person convicted of violating this section or any similar offense under Federal or State law shall be prohibited from serving as a firefighter in this Commonwealth and shall be prohibited from being certified as a firefighter under section 4 of the act of November 13, 1995 known as the State Fire Commissioner Act. Proof of nonconviction must consist of the following: An official criminal history record check obtained pursuant to Chapter 91 (relating to criminal history record information) indicating no arson. 

Congratulation to the new Life Members: 
George Casey, Doylestown James Clements, Past Chief, Chalfont 

Richard Gerhard, Past Chief, Third District 
John Hufnagle, Past Chief Sellersville 
Joseph Mullelly, Past Chief, Hartsville 

Robert Schleyer, Past Chief, Hartsville 

Earl Stevens, Past Chief, Croydon 

Michael Ziaylek, Yardley - Makefield 

Bucks County Fire Marshal’s Report for 2006

Duties: 

1. Maintain Juvenile Firesetter program

2. inspect all County Government buildings owned and leased (including provider homes for the Bucks County Area Agency on Aging and Foster Care Homes for Children and Youth)

3. Maintain fire alarms, security alarms and panic alarms in numerous Bucks County owned and operated properties. Bucks County owns and operates its own Central Station monitoring all County owned alarms.

4. Inspect and maintain thousands of portable fire extinguishers

5. assist with fire investigations

6. Prosecution of arson related cases. 
Statistics:

· 115 fire investigations

· 38 Fire PAC cases

· 2 Arrests

· 222 property inspections

· 998 extinguisher inspections

· 220 fire alarm assists

For a complete report contact the fire marshal’s office at 215-340-8730

Technology - The Fire and Disaster Management Agency (Japan) has decided to introduce water jet cutters to help carve through debris and rescue accident victims without the risk of sparks starting a fire.

One of the water cutter trucks that the agency will use was displayed to reporters in Tokyo in a demonstration on Jan. 17. The cutters operate by combining a high-pressure blast of water with sand, and can make a 1.5-centimeter cut through a 2-centimeter-thick steel plate in just one minute.

A major benefit of the cutters is that they do not pose a fire risk, meaning they can be used at accident sites where flammable substances have been spilled.
Recent Federal Grants:

Sts. 35, Lingohocken $86,393. Ops & Safety

Sta. 12, Newportville $78,850 Ops. & Safety

Pennsylvania Junior Firefighter/EMS Challenge IV
March 4-6, 2007 Camp Hill, PA
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
ATTENDING THE PROGRAM.

Call 1-800-fireline or 717-236-5995 or email: pfesi@verizon.net with your name and address

Bucks County Run Statistics for 2006 

POLICE           500,136
EMS                   43,013

FIRE                  20,933
9-1-1 calls = 107577

Total calls = 928037
New County Fire Chiefs

Chief 4, Trevose, Martin Joyce

Chief 7, William Penn, Andrew Conaway

Chief 27, Sellersville, Harry McElhare

Chief 30, Falls Twp., Sam Nicol

Chief 40, Springtown,  William Helm

Chief 46, New Hope, Craig Forbes

Chief 53, Bristol, Jim Mullholland

Chief 60, Hilltown, James Walter
Chief 90, Warminster, Mitch Shapiro

2007 Memorial Service.   This year we will also be having a candle light service the night prior to the service at the memorial located on the Courthouse grounds.  We will be announcing this again in the future, and the dates and times, prior to the event. If there are any questions please contact Paul Kreuter, Battalion 79 or any member of the memorial committee

Warrington Township is seeking applications for the newly restructured position of Director of Fire, Inspections and Emergency Services.  This senior executive position holds (1) the statutory position of fire marshal; (2) chief code enforcement officer; and (3) emergency services director.  As fire marshal, the director shall investigate all suspicious township fires and explosions involving loss of life or serious injury, or causing property damage.  As inspections chief, the director shall oversee all code enforcement activities, including enforcement of the property maintenance code, the uniform construction code, and other township codes.  As emergency services chief, the director shall take a lead role during emergency situations as defined in the township’s emergency operations plan.  The position will also serve as the designated staff liaison to the Warrington Fire Department , Warrington Ambulance Corp and Employee Safety Committee.  Compensation includes full benefits.  Salary is commensurate with qualifications and experience.  Interested candidates are asked to forward a cover letter, resume and township application to Timothy J. Tieperman, Township Manager, 852 Easton Road, Warrington, PA  18976, or email to ttieperman@warringtontownship.org.  Open until filled.  EOE

Warrington, Sta. 29, has cancelled the order for the Crimson demo and entered into a contract to purchase two Pierce Enforcers from the CoStars program. The first is due to be delivered mid-February and the second late 2007 as they were both stock/demo units programmed in the build runs. They will be twin units, 1500 pumps, 750 gal, water, HUSKY Foam pro system, 6 kW generator, 6 man cabs, TAK-4 suspension. 

Lower Southampton Twp. is in the process of hiring a Fire Marshal and two building inspectors.
Three stations are currently not members of the Chief’s and Firefighter’s Assn. for lack of payment of dues. Feasterville (Sta. 1) membership expired 5/31/2006, Levittown Fire Company #2 (Sta. 13) membership expired 5/31/2004, Bristol Consolidated Fire Company (Sta. 50) membership expired 5/31/2003.

This is an urgent plea to code officials throughout the United States to join this year's effort to pass a proposal for one- and two-family home sprinkler requirements in the International Residential Code.

Having watched the residential sprinkler debate for decades, it is the belief of many leading fire safety advocates that 2007 will be the year to finally win longstanding battle over sprinklers for one- and two-family dwellings, but your help is urgently needed. The final action hearing for the International Residential Code (IRC) will be held in Rochester, New York from May 21-26.  During this hearing, a recommendation to accept Public Comment RB114-06/07 (copy attached) will be considered by the International Code Council membership.  Item B114-06/07 changes the IRC, which is used as the one- and two-family dwelling code throughout the United States, to require fire sprinklers in all one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses. There are three things that you can do to help ensure the success of this effort.
1) The coalition supporting the IRC sprinkler requirement is requesting that code official organizations from throughout the United States assist this effort by formally supporting the public comment to RB114-06/07.  A few of the organizations who are already on record as participating in this effort include the International Association of Fire Chiefs Fire and Life Safety Section, The National Association of State Fire Marshals and 

many statewide code official and fire safety organizations. To formally participate in this effort, we ask that your organization review the attached copy of the Public Comment and send your endorsement by email PREFERABLY NOT LATER THAN FEBRUARY 2, 2007 to the email address shown below.
2) Another important way that your local code official organization can support this effort is to sign and return the attached resolution prior to the final action hearing, which begins May 21, 2007.

3) The third and MOST IMPORTANT thing that you can do to support this

effort is to attend the ICC final action hearing in Rochester from May 

21-26 to vote for this historic change. To vote, you will need to become an ICC member.  Becoming a member of ICC is simple, and becoming a member and attending the hearing are very small investments on your part to get your local community on the path to residential sprinklers by changing the national model code that most of us already use or will use shortly

For more information on the public hearing or on becoming an ICC member,

go to www.iccsafe.org.  For more information about the IRC Fire Sprinkler Coalition, go to www.IRCFireSprinkler.org  Passing this historic change to the IRC won't be easy, but by joining

together, supporters of this effort can get it done. email: Jeff.Shapiro@IntlCodeConsultants.com

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has recalled about 2.3 million Maytag(r) and Jenn-Air(r) brand dishwashers.
Hazard: Liquid rinse-aid can leak from its dispenser and come into contact with the dishwasher's internal wiring which can short-circuit
and ignite, posing a fire hazard.
Maytag has received 135 reports of dishwasher fires,
resulting in product and/or property damage. The recall involves Maytag(r) and Jenn-Air(r) under counter
or portable plastic tub dishwashers. Sold nationwide
from July 1997 through June 2001. Maytag Corporation at
(800) 675-0535 anytime, or visit the firm's Web site at
www.repair.maytag.com
Station 65, Nottingham, has two openings for live-in firefighters. Living space is

provided FREE in return for providing fire duty weeknights from 11 p.m.

to 6 a.m. Candidates should be at least 18 years old,

have Firefighter I &

Hazardous Materials Operations, have a full-time job (or be a full-time student), and  be able to pass a thorough background check and medical examination. Experienced firefighters

preferred, but extensive training will be provided.

Current EMT a plus.

Station 65 provides comfortable living space, lots of fire calls, wireless internet, quiet studying locations and a free workout package. This is a great opportunity for a young firefighter to gain experience in the busiest

firehouse in Bucks County. To apply or get more information,  visit www.nfd65.com, e-mail rspoons65s@aol.com or

call Station 65 at  215-638-7008.

PASS Device failures at low temperatures and moisture. 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/16890732/
Tests by federal and independent labs show that some PASS alarms can fail to perform as intended if they get too hot or wet.
And federal investigative reports reviewed by MSNBC.com show that 15 firefighters have died since 1998 in fires where a PASS, or Personal Alert Safety System, either didn't sound or was so quiet that rescuers weren't given a chance to find the firefighter quickly.
Documents made public under the Freedom of Information Act reveal that nine of those deaths came after the federal government blocked an investigation by its own expert into possible failures of PASS alarms and other firefighting equipment. A manager for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the federal agency that is charged by Congress with investigating firefighter deaths, ordered an agency fire safety engineer on Feb. 14, 2000, to "minimize your fact gathering during investigations" and to restrict his investigations to issues relevant "for the prevention of future similar events."

Station 48, Delaware Valley. The former treasurer was arrested Friday, Feb. 9, 2007 on charges he embezzled $71,000 from the company over 16 months to pay his mortgage and other bills and to invest in African gold dust exports. Although the fire company was repaid in full last summer, that does not affect the criminal charges.
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) is notifying consumers and end-product manufacturers that a liquefied petroleum gas and natural gas hose produced by Zhejiang Foreign Trade South Corp. in China bears unauthorized UL Marks. Although these hoses display a UL Mark, they have not been evaluated for safety by UL. Model ZSHO-2 Manufactured from 2002 to 2006.

Station 7/77, William Penn, has awarded a contract to Toyne Fire Apparatus for two Engines.  They will have 10 man Spartan chassis, Hale pumps, "B" foam systems and rescue style bodies. 

The PA Senate Authorized the Fire & EMS Grant Program for FIVE YEARS.
Senate Bill 10 now moves to the House of Representatives for consideration.

Underwriters Laboratories (UL) is notifying consumers that fire extinguishers manufactured by International Technology Services have not been evaluated for safety by UL and bear a counterfeit UL Mark in the United States.

Name of Product: 2-B-C Fire Extinguisher.

Manufacturer: International Technology Services

Identification: These fire extinguishers are approximately 8”-9” tall and approximately 2-3/4” in diameter and have a black head attachment with a squeeze trigger for activation the extinguisher.
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to Pfiffle@aol.com anytime during the month. 




