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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at the Training Center on January 15th at 7:00 PM. NOTE TIME CHANGE
7 PM - Free Dinner will be provided by the College/Training Center 

7:30pm - Speaker:  
Congressmen Murphy 
 

The February Meeting will be held at the 9-1-1 Center in Ivyland on Feb. 19th. The Hazmat Team will put on a program.
Warminster Township has budgeted the hiring of two full time fire inspectors.

Membership: There are a total of 536 members on the rolls. 9 new members were proposed for membership, 15 new members were accepted for membership and 45 members are scheduled to be dropped from the rolls for non-payment of dues (for the past two years). Attempts have been made to contact these people. A vote will be taken at the January meeting.
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission announced a voluntary recall of DEWALT DC305 Model Reciprocating Saws. The switch on these saws can short circuit, posing a fire hazard.
DEWALT has received four reports of short circuits in the switch of these saws. One of these incidents was a report of a fire resulting in extensive damage.
Manufactured in Mexico.
For additional information, consumers can contact DEWALT toll-free at (866) 751-9562 or www.DEWALT.com 

Station 30, The Falls Township FC#1, will be hosting a Grant Writing Seminar given by Brian Vickers.  Brian has a business assisting FD’s with grant applications and has a very impressive success rate.  He was successful in securing a grant for Falls Twp recently.  His link is www.firegraphics.org .
This is the time to prepare for next years application (probably Mar-Apr) and if someone was denied this year Brian can review and assist in a re-submission.

The hands-on seminar will be on Sunday Feb 4th, 9AM to 1PM at the firehouse

Falls Township #1

310 Yardley Ave.

Fallsington, PA  19054

There is NO cost to ANY fire department.  We ask that perhaps no more than 2 or 3 members from a fire department attend as space is limited to about 35. ). 
There will be a second grant seminar in Bucks on Feb 7th 6:30-9:3-PM at Station 26, Perkasie FC.
Magazine quotes:
1. “Fire Departments that think that manual fire suppression is the only game in town will never provide the best service for their community. We must become advocates for the best weapon in the fire service arsenal: automatic fire sprinkler systems. Sprinklers are like little firefighters waiting on their branch lines to attack fire as soon as they feel it.”
2. “Staying current in the fire service requires so much more effort than it did 30 years ago - & its not child's play. You just can't show up to keep up; you must engage.”
Station 44, Newport, has a 1986 E-One Squrt for sale. 1250/500, Cummins, Auto. Contact Mike Dydak 215-768-7571
Milford Twp. has voted to increase the fire tax milage from .75 to 1.25 mils. The tax supports the Milford Twp. FC ($101,800), Richland F&R ($9600) and Trumbauersville FC ($50,000).
Station 5/15, Midway, has placed an order with Pierce for two Quantum 2 Engines. They will be equipped with CAFS and 2000 GPM pumps.
Free Training  Courses
Media: CD-ROMs

Read Online/Download: (This publication is not available for download.)

Description: This CD-ROM contains two National Fire Academy courses related to the Mayday doctrine: Calling the Mayday: Hands-On Training for Firefighters (a handoff course for local training delivery) and Firefighter Safety: Calling the Mayday (an independent study course). REQUESTS MUST BE MADE BY FAXING YOUR REQUEST TO 301-447-1213 ON DEPARTMENT LETTERHEAD SIGNED BY A FIRE CHIEF OR TRAINING OFFICER

Doylestown Twp. The Supervisors pointed out that Township code stipulates that the fire companies should submit a report detailing use of the (Tax) money for the prior year before the municipality doles out next year's allocation. "If we don't have their audit, the code really doesn't allow us to disburse the funds to them in March or April." "They should not be disbursed until we get that."
The township assesses a 1.25 mill fire tax. In 2007 it is expected to generate $333,225. The companies get a percentage of that money based on how much of the town they cover. This year, Doylestown Fire Co. is slated to receive 88% ($287,580), Warrington ($33,295) and Chalfont ($5,549).
In a recent issue of the International Association of Fire Chiefs' On Scene magazine, in an article dealing with firefighter safety and FIRE Act grants, Gary Briese (then executive director of the IAFC) was reported to have said, 'There are many initiatives and yet nothing is changing." The article went on to state, "The Office of Management and Budget is looking carefully at the FIRE Act grant program. They expect federal programs to perform well and better every year. Their evaluation of this program: it's not performing; benefits have not been demonstrated. The OMB has concluded that no demonstrable results from the $4 billion in FIRE Act Grants have been seen. The funds have not been targeted to the risk, and data collection is inconsistent." 

Wow! "No demonstrable results" means someone is already thinking about the demise of a program that seems to have benefited the fire service in enormous ways. 
The real point here is that we know how to make ourselves safer. We could require ourselves to be in better shape (yes, I would be part of that problem). We could place devices on our vehicles that would monitor speed and cameras that would see our actions at all times. Most importantly, we could enforce policies intended to prevent the many driving accidents that occur. I just have to ask the questions: Do you really think that many of our apparatus accidents involve drivers who have acted with disregard for safety for the very first time? Have we been willing to conduct annual physicals even when we know some personnel might be placed on leave, with the goal of saving their life? 

Where am I going with all of this? We know the answers to our problems. In fact, we can stop virtually all the fires that are getting us killed by changing our attitude about the future of the fire service. We can start to say that we are going to reduce fires by enacting sprinkler ordinances. We can stop using grant monies to buy fire prevention safety trailers that get used for a couple of years and then get relegated to vehicle storage areas in our department. We can encourage wellness and fitness by hiring dieticians to visit our department and examine the ways we eat and recommend changes for all of our personnel. 

Station 11, Croydon, has placed in service a 2006 Dodge Durango Chiefs vehicle, and has purchased a 2005 E-One rear mount 75' ladder, 2,000 gpm pump, hydraulic generator, 6 man cab to replace our 1975 Mack Aerialscope. This is the truck that was built for the Discovery Channels "Made in America" show when they toured the E-One  plant in Florida. This truck was also at the FDIC conventions in 2005 and 2006. We should be inservice by February. The Aerialscope is up for sale at $25,000.00.

According to a new NFPA report, the number of home candle fires fell six percent from 2003 to 2004. In 2004, there were 17,200 home structure fires started by candles, causing an estimated 200 deaths and $200 million in property loss. Thirty-eight percent of home candle fires started in the bedroom.
The National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) and fire truck and rescue vehicle maker Spartan Motors have partnered to create and promote the first national Junior Firefighter Program aimed at supporting existing volunteer departments by fostering relationships and engaging youth in learning about, and ultimately becoming, members of the emergency services.

Additional information is available at www.nvfc.org and www.spartanmotors.com
Arrowhead Industrial Services, a cylinder testing and inspection company, is attempting to locate a limited number of composite SCBA cylinders that may not have been properly tested. These cylinders, manufactured by Luxfer, are labeled with hydrostatic test dates ranging from May 2005 through September 2005. The serial numbers of all affected SCBA cylinders are also available electronically on the Internet at www.luxfercylinders.com/ctest
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to Pfiffle@aol.com anytime during the month. 




